Ms. Toth 
English 9 Final Essay 
For this essay, you will have a choice to write on either of the following topics. I have provided outlines for either option to help guide your essay writing process. Regardless of which topic you choose, here are a few essay reminders: 
A few essay reminders: 
· Essay is multi paragraph (for this one we will be doing 4 paragraph). Should include and introduction, body paragraph and conclusion 
· Remember to include a thesis sentence in the last sentence in your introduction paragraph. 
· Formal language (no I, personal pronouns, slang, contractions ect) 
· Remember to edit for correct grammar, punctuation 
· Double space and use pen as we will be peer assessing these. 
Prompts
1) What is the symbolic significance of “the bird” in the Beatles’ song “Free as a Bird” and Alicia Keys’ song “Caged Bird.” Write an essay comparing and contrasting the symbolic significance of ‘The Bird.’ You must address both songs in your essay. 
2) In Coldplay’s song “Viva la Vida” and Percy Bysshe Shelley’s “Ozymandias”, the ruler’s loss of power is ironic. Think about how the leaders in these poems had power and lost it and respond to the following prompt (the response to this will be your thesis: “it better to have power and lose it, than to never have it at all”. Do you agree or disagree with this statement? Use evidence from both poems to justify your answer. 

Directions: 
1) BRAINSTORM: Take the essay topic and brainstorm in your groups. Discuss the topic, share your ideas, discuss what you might write for your points and make sure that you record some ideas down (feel free to use the back of the outline page) 

2) OUTLINE: Use the outline page provided to include specific evidence and points that you will include in your essay. This should be very detailed so that all you need to do is elaborate when you write the essay next class. 

3) DRAFT: Write your first draft. Just get it out on the page remembering to follow the PEE format for the body and to include all information that you included on your outline. 

4) COLOUR COORDINATE YOUR ESSAY! After you have written your essay, please use the following colours (pencil crayons, highlighters, or felts are perfectly fine) to identify the following: 
· Pink Underline: Introduction topic sentence (Hook) 
· Pink BOX around: Thesis (your argument or answer to the essay question) 
· Green Underline: Body paragraph topic sentences 
· Yellow Underline: Body paragraph points 
· Yellow Box around: Body paragraph examples 
· Yellow squiggle line: Body paragraph explanations of examples 
· Blue underline: Restating your thesis sentence in the first sentence of the conclusion 
· Blue box around your punchy concluding point 
· Orange underline: Transition words

5) PEER EDIT: Get a peer to edit your essay after you have colour coordinated it and made any changes yourself 
 
6) DRAFT #2 MAKE CHANGES: Make any changes necessary. Take feedback from your peers, and re-write the essay 

7) SELF ASSESS: use the rubric given to self-assess yourself (please assess both on the rubric and the 6 point scale) 

8) SUBMIT TO MS. TOTH FOR ASSESSMENT ON TEAMS
Assessment Rubric 
	Aspect
	Insufficient Evidence  
	Emerging 
	Developing

	Proficient

	Extending

	Meaning
	-purpose is not clear
-Ideas and supporting information are brief and undeveloped
-Ideas/information may be difficult to follow
- no quotes/evidence
	-purpose is clear/emerging
- support is listed with minimal explanation or examples (therefore lacks development and/or ideas may seem to lack relevance)
- few to no quotes
	-purpose is clear
-supporting details are relevant but have minimal detail/development 
- some use of quotes / supporting examples. May not be integrated. 
	-purpose is clear and meaningful 
-the topic is elaborated upon through detail, examples, and explanations
- well selected quotes that are integrated
	-purpose is clear and meaningful and offers an engaging (interesting) perspective that shows individuality, creativity, and/or exceptional depth of discussion/detail given the topic assigned. 
- Skillful integration of well selected quotes that clearly explain your points

	Style
	-language used is rudimentary (very basic) and may be inappropriate
-sentences are short and simple
	-language is basic/very simple
- too informal for the task
- simple sentences
- sentences may lead to some confusion
	-language is basic and might be conversational (informal, idioms and/or slang) 
- some attempts to be precise with word choice
-some variety in sentence length and pattern
	-language is varied and proficient (skillful)
-sentence structure is varied
	-language is varied and sophisticated/superior
-sentence structure is varied for effect

	Form
	-may be missing a clear topic sentence, concluding sentence or three supporting details
	- weak or basic organization, but may be lacking either a topic sentence, supporting details, or a concluding sentence
	-basic, but clear, introduction and thesis, reasonable and logical sequence of supporting points, and basic conclusion. 
	-Essay is developed smoothly from an effective introduction with a clear thesis, to a well-developed body of ideas/details,  to a logical/thoughtful conclusion
	-Essay is developed from an engaging introduction with a clear and insightful thesis, to a thoughtful and interesting body of ideas, to a satisfying and thoughtful conclusion

	Conventions
	-errors occur so frequently that they are distracting and the meaning isn’t perfectly clear
	- errors occur often, and may occasionally impede meaning
	-some errors are present, but the meaning is clear
	-errors are minimal (maybe 1-2)
	-few to no errors and only when taking risks with language and sentence structure.




Symbolism/Bird Essay Outline
INTRO
Topic sentence: (Hook your reader and make them want to read the essay) 
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Context (introduce the authors, titles, and generally what is going on in the poems if not already done in hook)
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Thesis: (what are you going to argue about what the birds symbolize…answer the question) 
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

BODY PARAGRAPH 1 (How are the poems similar)
First Point: __________________________________________________________________________________________________
example/quote from poem 1: ___________________________________________________________________________________________________________
explanation of how that quote relates to your thesis: 
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Second Point: _______________________________________________________________________________________________
example/quote from poem 2: ___________________________________________________________________________________________________________
explanation of how that quote relates to your thesis: 
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Summarize points and connect back to thesis: 
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________

BODY PARAGRAPH 2 (How are they different) 
First Point: __________________________________________________________________________________________________
example/quote from Poem 1: 
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________
explanation of how that quote relates to your thesis: 
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Second Point: _______________________________________________________________________________________________
example/quote from Poem 2: 
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________
explanation of how that quote relates to your thesis: 
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Concluding sentence that relates back to your thesis: __________________________________________________________________________________________________

CONCLUSION: 
Restate your thesis: _________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________
Any other “punchy” closing remarks to leave your reader on a good note: 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________



Irony/Power Essay Outline
INTRO
Topic sentence: (Hook your reader and make them want to read the essay) 
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Context (introduce the authors, titles, and generally what is going on in the poems if not already done in hook)
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Thesis: (what are you going to argue about how these poems are ironic…answer the question) 
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

BODY PARAGRAPH 1 (How is irony demonstrated in “Viva la Vida”?)
First Point: __________________________________________________________________________________________________
example/quote: ___________________________________________________________________________________________________________
explanation of how that quote relates to your thesis: 
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Second Point: _______________________________________________________________________________________________
example/quote: ___________________________________________________________________________________________________________
explanation of how that quote relates to your thesis: 
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Summarize points and connect back to thesis: 
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________

BODY PARAGRAPH 2 (How is irony demonstrated in “Ozymandias”) 
First Point: _________________________________________________________________________
example/quote: 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________
explanation of how that quote relates to your thesis: 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________
example/quote: 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________
explanation of how that quote relates to your thesis: 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________

Concluding sentence that relates back to your thesis: __________________________________________________________________________________________________

CONCLUSION: 
Restate your thesis: _________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________
Any other “punchy” closing remarks to leave your reader on a good note: 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________




